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Standardized Approval Readiness Adhering to the Quality Management
System of Plant Good Agricultural Practice by Vegetable Growers in
Ratchaburi Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study and compare 1) socio-economic circumstance of
vegetable growers, 2) standardized approval readiness, 3) understanding in standardized approval
process adhering to quality management system of plant good agricultural practice, and 4) problems
and recommendations by vegetable growers regarding standardized approval. The population in this
study was vegetable growers in Ratchaburi Province who had participated in the training on
standardized approval process adhering to quality management system of plant good agricultural
practice in the year 2012-2014. Two sample groups, 80 growers in each group consisted of vegetable
growers who did not pass standardized approval and those who did not apply to participate in GAP
program. Data were gathered by interviewing technique. Statistics were used for analysis including
frequency, percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation, and t-test.
The research findings were as follows. 1) Almost half of vegetable growers who did not pass
standardized approval were female while over half of vegetable growers who did not participate in
GAP system were male. Their average ages were 51.12 years and 48.70 years, respectively. Most of
them completed primary education. Their average areas for vegetable growing were 3.41 rai (1 rai =
1,600 square meters) and 6.11 rai, while they had the average labors for vegetable growing, 3.15
persons and 4.20 persons. Their average revenues from agricultural sector in 2014 was totally
171,606.25 baht/year and 258,418.75 baht/year, whereas their average revenues from non-agricultural
sector in 2014 was 27,608.11 baht/year and 53,980.63 baht/year. Their average costs for vegetable
production in 2014 was 50,612.50 baht/year and 107,622.38 baht/year. 2) Readiness of the two groups;
their overall readiness was found at high level in term of growing area. However, their readiness at
low level was growers’ production around both sides of vegetable plot as they did not grow vegetable
adhering to GAP. Anyway, in terms of practice adhering to GAP, their practices were found quite
suitable. But two different issues were discovered; quality of the water used after harvest was the same
as drinking water or its equivalent. Most of the first group did not practice but the second group
practiced every time. For preparing the work schedule, most of the first group practiced every time but
the second group practiced accasionally. In the aspect of entering GAP system, the groups’ overall
readiness was not different. 3) It was found growers who did not pass standardized approval, they
understood standardized approval process adhering to quality management system more than those
who did not apply to participate in GAP system. 4) Problem of those who did not pass standardized
approval mostly was at medium level (the highest level was their understanding in the difference of
price between general vegetable and standardized approval for GAP vegetable). Problems of those
who had did not apply to GAP system mostly were at medium level (the highest level was change of
their production behavior adhering to GAP system). Their problem at the highest level was insufficient
water source. To obtain standardized approval for vegetable growers, it should be necessary to
consider economic circumstance together with readiness of area, practice, understanding of growers’
problems, so that improvement and development of extension methods could be made even more
possible.

Keywords: Farmer readiness, Standardized approval, Vegetable growers, Ratchaburi Province
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